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New ‘disinformation’ board paused amid free speech questions 


By NOMAAN MERCHANT and AMANDA SEITZ 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Department of Homeland Se- 
curity on Wednesday paused a new and controversial 
board’s work on disinformation and accepted the resig- 
nation of its leader, capping weeks of concerns about 
impinging on free speech rights and at times frenzied 
conspiracy theories about the board itself. 

What remains to be seen is whether the debate over the 
board will damage ongoing U.S. efforts to counter disin- 
formation used as a weapon by Russia and other adver- 
saries. 

Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas acknowledged the board 
had become a distraction to the department's other 
work, which includes safeguarding U.S. elections, two of- 
ficials familiar with his decision said. 

The Disinformation Governance Board's director, Nina 
Jankowicz, wrote Wednesday that the board’s future was 
“uncertain,” according to a resignation letter obtained 
by The Associated Press. 

While the board has not formally been shuttered, it will be 


reviewed by members of a DHS advisory council that’s THE WHITE HOUSE 


expected to make recommendations in 75 days. The WASHINGTON 


Washington Post first reported the board's pause. 


White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre speaks during the daily briefing at the White House 
Continued on Page 2__in Washington, Wednesday, May 18, 2022. 
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New ‘disinformation’ board paused amid free speech questions 


Continued from Front 


Federal and state agen- 
cies treat disinformation as 
a national security threat. 
InN a statement announc- 
ing its launch, DHS said 
the new. initiative would 
coordinate efforts around 
threats of Russian disinfor- 
mation campaigns aimed 
at the U.S. and false claims 
that encourage migrants 
to travel to the U.S.-Mexico 
border. But the new board 
was hampered from the 
start by questions about its 
purpose, funding and work 
with an uneven rollout that 
further confused its mis- 
sion. Mayorkas struggled 
to answer questions about 
the board's work in front of 
lawmakers on Capitol Hill 
earlier this month. 
Mayorkas made the deci- 
sion to pause the board in 
response to the cumula- 
tive negative reaction and 
growing concerns that it 
was distracting from the 
department’s other work 
on disinformation, accord- 
ing to two department of- 
ficials who spoke on condi- 
tion of anonymity to discuss 
internal deliberations. 

“The Board has been 
grossly and _ intentionally 
mischaracterized: it was 
never about censorship 
or policing speech in any 
manner,” the department 
said in a statement. “It was 


Secretary of Homeland Security Alejandro Mayorkas, speaks during a Senate Appropriations - 
Subcommittee on Homeland Security, Wednesday, May 4, 2022, on Capitol Hill in Washington. 


designed to ensure we ful- 
fill Our mission to protect 
the homeland, while pro- 
tecting core Constitutional 
rights.” White House press 
secretary Karine Jean- 
Pierre noted the board had 
never met and neither the 
department nor Jankowicz 
had any power to censor 
or remove content labeled 
as disinformation. 

DHS officials had tried to 
quell concerns about how 
the board would impact 
issues of free speech and 
online privacy by describ- 


ing it as an internal working 
group intended to study 
definitions of disinformation 
across the department. 

But opponents remained 
unconvinced about the 
board’s work and purpose. 
The top Republicans on 
the House intelligence and 
homeland security com- 
mittees issued a joint state- 
ment Wednesday calling 
the board “a political tool 
to be wielded by the party 
in control.” 

“This board was only suc- 
cessful in reinforcing that 
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the Department of Home- 
land Security’s priorities are 
severely misplaced,” wrote 
Reps. Mike Turner of Ohio 
and John Katko of New 
York, who previously said 
DHS had not disclosed in- 
formation to them about 
the program. 

Sen. Mitt Romney, a Utah 
Republican, told Mayorkas 
the board was a “terrible 
idea” that “communicates 
to the world that we’re go- 
ing to be spreading propa- 
ganda in our own country.” 
Twenty Republican attor- 


neys general, led by Jason 
Miyares of Virginia, threat- 
ened Mayorkas with legal 
action over the board “un- 
less you turn back now and 
disband this Orwellian Dis- 
information Governance 
Board immediately,” Mi- 
yares said in a statement. 
Reception online and 
across conservative tele- 
vision shows to the board 
was even worse. 

The phrase “Ministry of 
Truth” — a reference to 
George Orwell's “1984” — 
trended on Twitter in dis- 
cussions about the board. 
Conservative pundits and 
social media users pushed 
conspiracy theories and 
falsehoods around its pur- 
pose, with some falsely 
claiming the board was 
quickly developed by 
DHS in response to billion- 
aire Elon Musk’s quest to 
buy Twitter. Others put out 
false claims that Jankowicz 
planned to edit the tweets 
of everyday Twitter users. 
“It?s been really mischar- 
acterized from the begin- 
ning,” said Cindy Otis, a dis- 
information researcher and 
former CIA analyst. 

Experts on disinformation 
warned the controversy 
around the board could 
hurt existing efforts to iden- 
tify and stop the spread of 
false narratives about elec- 
tions and hot-button issues 
in American society.) 


= ; 
President Joe Biden speaks during a briefing on preparing for 
and responding to hurricanes this season at Andrews Air Force 
Base, Md., Wednesday May 18, 2022. 


By ZEKE MILLER and CHRIS 
MEGERIAN 

Associated Press 

JOINT BASE ANDREWS, Md. 
(AP) — President Joe Biden 
warned Wednesday that 
the country will likely see 
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“another tough hurricane 
season” this year, and he 
pledged that his admin- 
istration was prepared to 
respond to the storms and 
helo Americans recover 
from them. 


Biden warns of ‘another tough 


hurricane season’ this year 


“We know hurricanes are 
coming our way. They 
grow more extreme every 
season,” Biden said before 
a briefing from top federal 
officials, including Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency Administrator 
Deanne Criswell and Sec- 
retary of Housing and Ur- 
ban Development Marcia 
Fudge. 

Biden urged Americans to 
“pay attention to hurricane 
warnings and follow the 
guidance of your local au- 
thorities.” 

Before his remarks, Biden 
toured a hangar at Joint 
Base Andrews to view air- 
craft used to track and re- 
spond to hurricanes. 


One of the planes is used 
to fly through and above 
the storms, capturing data 
that allow meteorologists 
to produce more accurate 
forecasts. 

“It is really amazing what 
you all do to protect us,” 
Biden said. 

Last year’s worst storm was 
Hurricane Ida, which result- 
ed in $75 billion in damage 
and 55 deaths. Although 
the initial impact was in Lou- 
isiana, where the category 
four storm made landfall, it 
also caused heavy rain and 
flooding in the Mid-Atlantic 
and Northeast.Biden visited 
damaged neighborhoods 
in New Jersey and New 
York after Ida struck, warn- 


ing that climate change 
has become “everybody’s 
crisis’ and represents a 
“code red” danger. 

“The threat is here. It is not 
getting any better,” Biden 
said then. “The question is 
can it get worse. We can 
stop it from getting worse.” 
This year, Colorado State, 
the University of Arizona 
and Accuweather are alll 
forecasting a busier-than- 
average hurricane season. 
Kenneth Graham, director 
of the National Hurricane 
Center, frequently points 
out that the United States 
has had more category 
4 and 5 hurricanes make 
landfall from 2017 to 2021 
than from 1963 to 2016.2) 
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A third of U.S. should be considering masks, officials say 


By ZEKE MILLER and 

MIKE STOBBE 

Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — CO- 
VID-19 cases are increasing 
in the United States - and 
could get even worse over 
the coming months, fed- 
eral health officials warned 
Wednesday in urging areas 
hardest hit to consider reis- 
suing calls for indoor mask- 
ing. Increasing numbers of 
COVID-19 infections and 
hospitalizations are putting 
more of the country under 
guidelines issued by the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention that call for 
masking and other infec- 
tion precautions. 

Right now, about a third of 
the U.S. population lives in 
areas that are considered 
at higher risk mostly in the 
Northeast and Midwest. 
Those are areas where 
people should already be 
considering wearing masks 
indoors but Americans 
elsewhere should also take 
notice, officials said. 

“Prior increases of infec- 
tions, in different waves 
of infection, have dem- 
onstrated that this travels 
across the country,” said 
Dr. Rochelle Walensky, the 
CDC director, said at a 
White House briefing with 
reporters. 

For an increasing number 
of areas, “we urge local 
leaders to encourage use 
of prevention strategies like 
masks in public indoor set- 


the White House in Washington, April 26, 2022. 


tings and increasing access 
to testing and treatment,” 
she said. However, officials 
were cautious about mak- 
ing concrete predictions, 
saying how much worse 
the pandemic gets will de- 
pend on several factors, 
including to what degree 
previous infections will pro- 
tect against new variants. 

Last week, White House 
COVID-19 coordinator Dr. 
Ashish Jha warned in an 
interview with The Associ- 
ated Press the U.S. will be 
increasingly vulnerable to 
the coronavirus this fall and 
winter if Congress doesn’t 
swiftly approve new fund- 
ing for more vaccines and 


treatments. 

Jha warned that without 
additional funding from 
Congress for the virus would 
cause “unnecessary loss of 
life” in the fall and winter, 
when the U.S. runs out of 
treatments. 

He added the U.S. was al- 
ready falling behind other 
nations in securing sup- 
plies of the next genera- 
tion of COVID-19 vaccines 
and said that the domestic 
manufacturing base of at- 
home tests is already drying 
up as demand drops off. 
Jha said domestic — test 
manufactures have started 
shuttering lines and lay- 
ing off workers, and in the 


\ 


White House COVID-19 Response Coordinator Dr. Ashish Jha speaks during the daily briefing at 


Associated Press 


coming weeks will begin 
to sell off equipment and 
prepare to exit the business 
of producing tests entirely 
unless the U.S. government 
has money to purchase 
more tests, like the hun- 
dreds of millions it has sent 
out for free to requesting 
households this year. 

That would leave the U.S. 
reliant on other countries 
for testing supplies, risking 
shortages during a surge, 
Jha warned. About 8.5 mil- 
lion households placed or- 
ders for the latest tranche 
of 8 free tests since order- 
ing opened on Monday, 
Jha added. The pandemic 
is now 2 1/2 years old. And 


the U.S. has seen depend- 
ing how you count them 
five waves of COVID-19 
during that time, with the 
later surges driven by mu- 
tated versions of the coro- 
navirus. A fifth wave oc- 
curred mainly in December 
and January, caused by 
the omicron variant. 

The omicron variant spread 
much more easily than ear- 
lier versions. 

Some experts are worried 
the country now is seeing 
signs of a sixth wave, driven 
by an omicron subvariant. 
On Wednesday, Walensky 
noted a steady increase in 
COVID-19 cases in the past 
five weeks, including a 26% 
increase nationally in the 
last week. 

Hospitalizations also are 
rising, Up 19% in the past 
week, though they remain 
much lower than during the 
omicron wave, she said. 

In late February, as that 
wave was ebbing, the 
CDC released a new set 
of measures for Communi- 
ties where COVID-19 was 
easing its grip, with less of a 
focus on positive test results 
and more on what's hap- 
pening at hospitals. 
Walensky said more than 
32% of the country currently 
live in an area with medium 
or high COVID-19 Commu- 
nity levels, including more 
than 9% in the highest level, 
where CDC recommends 
that masks and other miti- 
gation efforts be used. L) 


Panel recommends replacing Massachusetts 


BOSTON (AP) — The com- 
mission put together to 
study the racial implica- 
tions of the Massachusetts 
state seal and motto has 
voted unanimously to rec- 
ommend that both be re- 
placed. 

The Special Commission on 
the Official Seal and Motto 
of the Commonwealth, 
made up of lawmakers, 
members of Indigenous 
tribes, historians and others, 
made the decision at its 
meeting on Tuesday, GBH 
News reported. 

The current seal that ap- 
pears on state flags, which 
dates to the late 19th cen- 
tury, features a depiction 


of a Native American man 
beneath a colonist’s arm 


fo 


brandishing a sword. Critics 
say it references the defeat 


» 


| 


In this Monday, May 2, 2016, file photo, the Massachusetts state 
flag flies in front of Boston City Hall. 
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of local tribes at the hands 
of English colonists centu- 
ries ago. 

The state’s Latin motto 
that translates into English 
as, “By the sword we seek 
peace, but peace only un- 
der liberty,” dates to about 
1659 and is attributed to 
English politician Algernon 
Sydney, according to the 
secretary of state’s office. 
Brian Boyles, co-chair of the 
20-member commission, 
pointed out at Tuesday’s 
meeting that the face on 
the seal was based on a 
photograph from the Bu- 
reau of Ethnology in Wash- 
ington, D.C., of Thomas 
Little Shell, a Chippewa 


seal, motto 


leader who never lived in 
Massachusetts. 

“No Native residents were 
consulted in this selection,” 
Boyles said. 

“It’s a reflection of centu- 
ries of intentional exclusion 
on the part of the Com- 
monwealth from land, 
laws, and historical records 
of Indigenous residents.” 
The next step is seeking 
new designs to the seal 
and motto. 

The commission was creat- 
ed by the state Legislature 
in early 2021 and was sup- 
posed to complete its work 
by the end of this year, but 
has asked for an extension 
until next March.) 
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After Buffalo massacre, N.Y. governor seeks action on guns 


By MARINA VILLENEUVE 
Associated Press 

ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) — New 
York would require state 
police to seek court orders 
to keep guns away from 
people who might pose 
a threat to themselves or 
others under a package 
of executive orders and 
gun control bills touted 
Wednesday by Gov. Kathy 
Hochul in the aftermath of 
a racist attack on a Buffalo 
supermarket. 

The Democrat’s announce- 
ment came days after a 
white 18-year-old wearing 
military gear killed 10 Black 
shoppers and workers at 
the supermarket using a ri- 
fle purchased legally a few 
months ago. 

New York is among states 
that have a so-called “red 
flag” law, which allows 
law enforcement officials 
to petition a court to take 
away someone’s firearms 
if they are potentially dan- 
gerous because of a men- 
tal health problem. 

That law was in place last 
spring when state police 
questioned Gendron over 
comments he made as 
a senior at Susquehanna 
Valley High School about 
wanting to commit a mur- 


In this image taken from video, New York Gov. Kathy Hochul shows an executive e order she 
signed during a news conference, Wednesday, May 18, 2022, in New York. 


der-suicide. He was taken 
to a hospital for a psychiat- 
ric evaluation under a state 
mental health law, and 
released a day and a half 
later. 

State Police did not, how- 
ever, initiate the court pro- 
cess to temporarily take 
away Gendron’s access to 
guns following the incident. 
Hochul said state police 
must now file for extreme 
risk protection orders un- 
der New York’s red flag law 
when they have probable 


cause to believe someone 
is a threat to themselves or 
others. 

New York will also track and 
try to stop violent domestic 
extremism on social media 
through new units in the 
state police and the state’s 
Division of Homeland Se- 
curity and Emergency Ser- 
vices. 

The new units will fund lo- 
cal threat assessment man- 
agement teams, as well as 
track and intervene when 
people show signs of radi- 


Associated Press 


calization through their so- 
cial media posts. 

New York will also train law 
enforcement, school and 
mental health professionals 
about the uptick in domes- 
tic and homegrown violent 
extremism and radicaliza- 
tion. 

“We're watching you 
now,” Hochul said. “We 
know what you're up fo. 
And we'll be coming after 
you.” 

The governor wants law- 
makers to pass her bill to 


make more kinds of guns 
subject to the state’s fire- 
arm laws. Hochul, a Buffalo 
native, said the nation has 
almost become desensi- 
tized to the devastation of 
mass shootings and gun vi- 
olence, and the spread of 
extremist ideology online. 

“| hope to God this is the 
wake up call this country 
has needed,” Hochul said, 
speaking to reporters in 
New York City. 

“We believe that together 
these steps are necessary 
to confront the stem of ris- 
ing hatred, widespread 
extremism in our state,” Ho- 
chul later added. 
Appearing with the gover- 
nor, the Rev. 

Al Sharpton said racism 
and violence pose an “ex- 
istential threat to this coun- 
try,” and said he hopes 
Hochul’s executive orders 
will address the spread of 
white supremacy and on- 
line radicalization. 
“Because there was a time 
our parents had been run- 
ning from the Klan, Ku Klux 
Klan,” he said. 

“But the Klan wore hoods 
hiding them from the world. 
We're living in a time where 
bigots livestream and show 
you who they are.” C) 


Feds: National Guard members on state duty can 


By DAVE COLLINS 

Associated Press 

HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) — 
The Department of Justice 
has given the green light 
to National Guard mem- 
bers on active duty for their 
states to join labor unions, 


despite a U.S. law that 
makes it a felony for military 
personnel on active fed- 
eral duty to unionize.The 
agreement, finalized Tues- 
day, settles a lawsuit filed in 
federal court in Connecti- 
cut by labor unions against 


Members of the National Guard patrol outside the Capitol 
Building on Capitol Hill in Washington, on Jan. 14, 2021. 
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Attorney General Merrick 
Garland and the Justice 
Department, seeking col- 
lective bargaining — rights 
for Connecticut National 
Guard members on state 
duty ordered by the gov- 
ernor. 

Already, the case has 
prompted some National 
Guard members in Texas to 
unionize. 

A 1978 federal law makes it 
a criminal felony for mem- 
bers of the armed forces, 
including the National 
Guard, to join or attempt to 
form a labor organization. 
But the statute only applies 
to service members when 
they are on active federal 
duty ordered by U.S. mili- 
tary officials, according to 
the Veterans Legal Services 
Clinic at Yale Law School, 
which represented the 
unions in the lawsuit, filed in 
November. 


“Before this case, unions 
were understandably de- 
tered from — organizing 
state active duty National 
Guard members due to the 
potential for criminal pen- 
alties,” Rekha Kennedy, a 
Yale law student working 
for the clinic, said in state- 
ment. 

“With this reassurance from 
the DOJ, unions nationwide 
can begin the process of 
building relationships with 
Guard members without 
fear of prosecution,” Ken- 
nedy said. 

Connecticut Guard mem- 
bers were waiting for the 
agreement to be finalized 
before beginning unioniz- 
ing efforts, but some Texas 
National Guard mem- 
bers already have moved 
ahead with their plans, join- 
ing the Texas State Employ- 
ees Union starting in Febru- 
ary. 


join unions 


Texas members said they 
were encouraged by a 
January court filing in the 
Connecticut case where 
the Justice Department 
acknowledged the _ fed- 
eral ban did not apply to 
National Guard members 
on state duty. Some Texas 
National Guard members 
have criticized their work- 
ing and living conditions 
at the U.S.-Mexico border, 
where Gov. Greg Abbott 
has sent them to help in 
efforts to arrest migrants 
crossing the border. 
“We've been rapidly acti- 
vated with no notice, often 
working long shifts on irreg- 
ular schedules, and living in 
poor conditions far from our 
families and homes,” Texas 
National Guard member 
Hunter Schuler said in a 
statement Wednesday in 
response to the Connecti- 
cut lawsuit settlement. L) 


By LORNE COOK 
Associated Press 

BRUSSELS (AP) — NATO 
envoys failed to reach a 
consensus on Wednesday 
about whether to_ start 
membership talks with Fin- 
land and Sweden, dip- 
lomats said, as Turkey re- 
newed its objections to the 
two Nordic countries join- 
ing. 

The envoys met at NATO 
headquarters in Brussels af- 
ter Finland and Sweden's 
ambassadors submitted 
written applications to join 
the military organization, 
in a move that marks one 
of the biggest geopoliti- 
cal ramifications of Russia's 
war on Ukraine and which 
could rewrite Europe's se- 
curity map. 

The diplomats, who did 
not want to be named be- 
cause of the sensitive na- 
ture of the proceedings, 
declined to say precisely 
who or what was holding 
up the procedure. They 
pointed to the messages 
from many of the 30 NATO 
allies welcoming Finland 
and Sweden's request. 
Lithuanian Ambassador 
Deividas Matulionis told 
Swedish and Finnish me- 
dia that the envoys had 
exchanged views about 
their national security. “The 
discussion was about that, 
but it is up to Turkey to com- 
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NATO talks with Finland, Sweden falter but will continue 
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Finland’s Ambassador to NATO Klaus Korhonen, left, NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg 
and Sweden’s Ambassador to NATO Axel Wernhoff attend a ceremony to mark Sweden’s and 
Finland’s application for membership in Brussels, Belgium, Wednesday May 18, 2022. 


ment,” he said. 

NATO officials also refused 
to provide details. They 
underlined remarks earlier 
Wednesday by Secretary- 
General Jens Stoltenberg, 
that “we are determined to 
work through all issues and 
reach a rapid conclusion.” 
Meetings and diplomatic 
outreach aimed at resolv- 
ing the problem will con- 
tinue. 

But Turkey is the only ally to 
have clearly voiced its op- 
position. President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan insists that 


Finland and Sweden must 
show more respect for Turk- 
ish sensitivities about terror- 
ism. He is refusing to budge 
over what he says is their 
alleged support for Kurdish 
militants. 

Erdogan accuses the two 
countries of turning a blind 
eye to activities of the 
banned Kurdistan Workers 
Party, or PKK, even though 
the group is on the Europe- 
an Union's anti-terror black- 
list. 

“You will not hand over 
terrorists to us, but you will 


Associated Press 


ask us to allow you to join 
NATO. NATO is a security 
entity. It is a security agen- 
cy. Therefore, we cannot 
say ‘yes’ to depriving this 
security organization of 
security,” he said Wednes- 
day, in an address to ruling 
party lawmakers. 

The day had started off on 
an upbeat note. Stolten- 
berg had said that the mili- 
tary alliance stands ready 
to seize a historic moment 
and move quickly on allow- 
ing Finland and Sweden to 
join its ranks, after the two 


countries submitted their 
membership requests. 

The official applications 
set a security clock tick- 
ing. Russia, whose war on 
Ukraine spurred them to 
join the military organiza- 
tion, has warned that it 
wouldn’t welcome such a 
move, and could respond. 
“|! warmly welcome the 
requests by Finland and 
Sweden to join NATO. You 
are our closest partners,” 
Stoltenberg said. “All allies 
agree on the importance 
of NATO enlargement. We 
all agree that we must 
stand together, and we alll 
agree that this is an historic 
moment which we must 
seize.” 

“This is a good day at a crit- 
ical moment for our securi- 
ty,” a beaming Stoltenberg 
said, as he stood alongside 
the two envoys, with NATO, 
Finnish and Swedish flags at 
their backs. 

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin has demanded that 
the alliance stop expand- 
ing toward Russia’s bor- 
ders, and several NATO al- 
lies, led by the United States 
and Britain, have signaled 
that they stand ready to 
provide security support to 
Finland and Sweden should 
the Kremlin try to provoke 
or destabilize them during 
the time it takes to become 
full members. L) 


EU urges members to work together to renew weapons stocks 


BRUSSELS (AP) — The Euro- 
pean Union on Wednesday 
urged member countries 
to quickly replenish their 
depleted stocks of ammvu- 
nition and military equip- 
ment, and offered financial 
incentives to those willing 
to work together to replace 
materiel sent to Ukraine. 
Many of the EU’s 27 mem- 
bers have sent equipment 
to help Ukrainian troops 
since Russia invaded on 
Feb. 24. At first it was mostly 
ammunition, but now in- 
cludes portable missiles 
to destroy warplanes and 
tanks, as well as heavier 
equipment. 

The EU’s executive branch, 
the European Commission, 
is offering a fund of 500 mil- 
lion euros ($526 million) over 


two years to countries will- 
ing to work in groups of at 
least three to replenish their 
stocks. Officials declined 
to say, for security reasons, 
exactly what kinds of short- 
ages nations have. 

The commission is also 
ready to provide incen- 
tives tO Encourage Coun- 
tries to replace their So- 
viet-era stocks of battle 
tanks, heavy artillery and 
armored vehicles. Some 
have already been supply- 
ing these to Ukraine, whose 
troops are trained to use 
them, and want to replace 
the equipment. 

Russia's invasion of Ukraine 
has exposed important 
gaps in European military 
thinking and equipment. 
Brussels wants to encour- 


age EU countries to bolster 
their air and missile defense 
systems, which have been 
widely used in Ukraine. 

The commission also aims 
to rapidly establish a task 
force to work with countries 
to establish exactly what 
their military needs are and 
ensure that they are not 
working at cross purposes 
when buying equipment 
in the short term as they 
respond to the security cri- 
sis sparked by the war in 
Ukraine. Longer term, it be- 
lieves that countries should 
develop more drones and 
air-to-air refueling systems, 
upgrade Europe’s tank and 
fighting vehicle armory, 
strengthen naval capacity 
and bolster the bloc’s cy- 
ber defense abilities. 


“Since the euro (currency) 
crisis in 2008, Europe has 
gone through a kind of 
silent process of disarma- 
ment. We've been strip- 
ping ourselves of 


arms 


without saying it. We've 
reduced our military assets 
between 2008 and 2014 in 
a very shocking way,” EU 
foreign policy chief Josep 
Borrell said.) 


~ 


EU Foreign Policy Chief Josep Borrell speaks to the press after 
a meeting of EU defence ministers at the European Council 
building in Brussels in Brussels, Tuesday, May 17, 2022. 


Associated Press 
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Thai archival find may resolve fate of missing WWII U.S. flyer 


By JERRY HARMER and TAS- 
SANEE VEJPONGSA 
Associated Press 

U-TAPAO, Thailand (AP) — 
The remains of an Ameri- 
can airman who went miss- 
ing in action in World War Il 
may finally be on their way 
home, thanks to a chance 
discovery of records in 
flood-threatened_ archives 
in Thailand. 

U.S. and local authorities 
held a solemn ceremony 
Wednesday at an air base 
in eastern Thailand to hon- 
or and repatriate remains 
recently recovered from a 
rice field in the north of the 
country. 

At the U-Tapao naval air 
base on Thailand’s eastern 
seaboard, military person- 
nel along with Thai and 
American officials paid 
their respects. A casket 
containing the discovered 
remains was draped in the 
U.S. flag before being taken 
to the United States aboard 
a C-17 transport plane. 
Tests at a special laborato- 
ry in Hawaii will determine 
if the remains are human 
and possibly identify the 
person. But circumstantial 
evidence has raised ex- 
pectation the casket holds 
a long-lost service member 
from the U.S. Army Air Forc- 
es. 

“You know, it’s keeping 
the promise that we never 


A U.S. Army soldier carries the possible remains of a WWII U.S. airman found in northern Thailand, 
during a repatriation ceremony Wednesday, May 18, 2022, at the U-Tapao Air Base in Rayong 


province, eastern Thailand. 


leave a person. behind. 
Anybody’s who's served in 
combat in any way, who’s 
fought alongside some- 
body, regardless of country 
or nation, there’s a bond 
that’s built. We owe it to 
the families to find those 
answers, to bring those 
people home,” said Marine 
Col. Matt Brannen, who 
heads up the Indo-Pacific 
directorate of the Defense 
POW/MIA Accounting 
Agency, or DPAA, the U.S. 
body tasked with finding 


the war missing. 

Thailand was officially al- 
lied to Japan in World War 
Il and occupied by its mili- 
tary, making it a target for 
British and U.S. bombers. 
Inevitably, aircrew from the 
Allied side were lost in ac- 
tion. 

Today, just a few American 
flYers who disappeared 
over Thailand are still unac- 
counted for. As time pass- 
es, the chances of finding 
them all but vanish unless 
something — extraordinary 
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happens. 

In 2011, massive floods that 
hit the country inundated 
Thailand’s Air Force Mu- 
seum in Bangkok. There 
was concern its archives 
might be damaged by 
mold. Retired Thai Air Chief 
Marshal Sakpinit Promthep, 
who indulged his passion 
for Second World War his- 
tory by working part-time in 
the archival section, spent 
months afterward going 
through its files one by one 
to check their condition. 


T- a iD) AY. 


That's how he found himself 
looking at a faded docu- 
ment from a musty, dusty 
folder. It was a handwrit- 
ten police officer’s report 
dated November 1944. It 
detailed the crash of a US. 
P-38 plane, reported to 
have been struck by light- 
ning during a storm. 

It sparked a “Eureka!” re- 
action for the history buff 
who'd heard rumors of a 
World War Il plane crash 
in Lampang province but 
had never found any re- 
cord of it. 

“This is a great moment 
in life, that we find such a 
thing just in front of you pop 
up!” he told The Associ- 
ated Press. “You imagine, 
you look for something, you 
like to see it and there's 
no hope, almost no hope 
to find it. Just open page, 
page and then whoop! in 
front of your eyes. 

Wow! This is what | am look- 
ing for,” he enthused, smil- 
ing broadly. 

“He may know that | am 
looking for him, searching 
for him for along time,” said 
Sakpinit, suggesting that 
just maybe, the pilot’s spirit 
put those pages in front of 
him, in that file. “Otherwise, 
if there was no flood, the 
document's going to be 
hidden for maybe another 
year or many, .... maybe a 
long time.” LJ 


Mozambique declares polio outbreak linked to Pakistan 


Associated Press 
JOHANNESBURG (AP) — 
Health authorities in Mo- 
zambique declared a polio 
outbreak Wednesday after 
confirming that a child in 
the country’s northeastern 
Tete province had been 
paralyzed by the disease. 
The case in Mozambique is 
the second imported case 
of polio in southern Africa 
this year, following a case 
discovered in Malawi in 
mid-February. It’s the first 
case of wild polio in Mo- 
zambique since 1992, al- 
though cases linked to a 
mutated virus from the oral 
vaccine were detected in 
2019. 

The latest case in Mozam- 
bique was found in a child 
who experienced signs of 
paralysis in late March, ac- 


cording to a statement is- 
sued by the World Health 
Organization. 

Sequencing indicates that 
the case in Mozambique 
is linked to a strain of po- 
lio spreading in Pakistan in 


2019, similar to the case re- 
ported in Malawi earlier this 
year. 

WHO declared Africa free 
of the wild polio virus in 
August 2020 even though 
numerous countries across 


A baby receives a polio vaccine during the Malawi Polio 
Vaccination Campaign Launch in Lilongwe, Malawi, on March 
20, 2022. 
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the continent have report- 
ed outbreaks linked to the 
vaccine in recent years. 
There is no difference be- 
tween the disease caused 
by the wild virus or the mu- 
tated virus from the vac- 
cine. 

“The detection of another 
case of wild poliovirus in 
Africa is greatly concern- 
ing, even if it’s unsurprising 
given the recent outbreak 
in Malawi. 

However, it shows how dan- 
gerous this virus is and how 
quickly it can spread,” said 
Matshidiso Moeti, the World 
Health Organization’s Af- 
rica director. 

In response to the case in 
neighboring Malawi, Mo- 
zambique recently carried 
out two mass vaccination 
campaigns in which 4.2 


million children were vacci- 
nated against the disease, 
said WHO. 

Disease surveillance is be- 
ing strengthened in five 
countries: Malawi, Mozam- 
bique, Tanzania, Zambia 
and Zimbabwe. Vacci- 
nation campaigns in the 
coming weeks are planned 
to reach 23 million children 
aged five years and below. 
Polio is highly infectious, 
spread mostly via water 
and largely affects children 
younger than five years. 
There is no cure for polio, 
and it can only be prevent- 
ed by immunization. 

WHO and its partners be- 
gan an effort to eradicate 
polio globally in 1988 and 
have missed numerous 
deadlines to wipe out the 
disease.L) 


Egypt: 


CAIRO (AP) — The son of 
Egypt's former president 
said Tuesday that he and 
family members were inno- 
cent of corruption charg- 
es made in_ international 
courts after the country’s 
2011 popular uprising, after 
courts last month in Swit- 
zerland and the European 
Union ruled in the family’s 
favor. 

The announcement by Ga- 
mal Mubarak, the son of 
former Egyptian president 
Hosni Mubarak, came af- 
ter years of attempts by the 
deposed president's family 
to rehabilitate its image as 
it faced litigation in Egypt 
and abroad. In the 20-min- 
ute long video released 
online and titled “Mubarak 
family statement on the 
successful conclusion of alll 


international judicial pro- 
ceedings,” he portrayed 
the family’s legal issues 


as resolved. He said that 
the announcement was 
prompted by media mak- 
ing “false allegations of 
corruption” against his fam- 
ily, but did not explain how 
the family had amassed its 
significant wealth. 

“My family has decided 
that we simply cannot stay 
silent anymore in the face 
of such persistent defama- 
tory reporting. It is time that 
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“me Egyptian president Hosni Mubarak, seated center left, and his two sons, Gamal Mubarak, 
left, and Alaa Mubarak attend a hearing in a courtroom in Cairo, Egypt on Sept. 14, 2013. 


the family responds, and di- 
rectly,” he said. 

In February, a massive leak 
of Credit Suisse clients’ in- 
formation showed Gamal 
Mubarak and his brother, 
Alaa, to have held at least 
$197.5 million in the bank at 
one point in time. The 2011 
protests were built on calls 
for an end to deep-rooted 
embezzlement and govern- 
ment corruption in Egypt, 
and growing concerns that 
Gamal Mubarak would be 


set up to succeed his fa- 
ther, who was in power for 
nearly 30 years. The interna- 
tional anti-corruption group 
Transparency International 
has estimated that as presi- 
dent, Mubarak stole some 
$70 billion in public funds. 
The former president died 
in 2020, aged 91. 

In April, Swiss prosecu- 
tors decided not to file 
charges after concluding 
a decade-long investiga- 
tion into alleged money 
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laundering and organized 
crime linked to linked to 
Mubarak'’s circles in Egypt. 
They also said they would 
release some 400 million 
Swiss francs - $430 million - 
frozen in Swiss banks. 

The same month, the Gen- 
eral Court of the European 
Union ruled that the rights 
of Mubarak’s wife, two sons 
and their wives had not 
been respected during a 
local Egyptian investigation 
of his assets, on which the 


Mubarak son says family clear of corruption charges 


prosecution was depend- 
ing. The ruling meant EU 
sanctions on the Mubaraks’ 
accounts were deemed 
unlawful, and lifted. Ga- 
mal Mubarak said his fam- 
ily was being reimbursed 
for their legal costs related 
to the case. Transparency 
International condemned 
the move, saying it would 
show other leaders around 
the world that they can act 
with impunity. 

The EU and Swiss investiga- 
tions were part of a series of 
court proceedings against 
the Mubaraks in the wake 
of the mass protests. 

The father and the two sons 
were first detained in April 
2011, two months after the 
uprising forced Mubarak to 
step down as part of the 
Arab Spring protest move- 
ment. 

A leading military coun- 
cil was established in his 
place, which then gave 
way to the divisive Islamist 
president Mohamed Morsi 
after elections in 2012. Mor- 
si was later deposed by the 
military amid more popular 
protests. 

Following a lengthy trial, 
Hosni Mubarak was ac- 
quitted of killing protesters 
during the 18-day. upris- 
ing against his autocratic 


rule.) 


Brazil’s top 


By DIANE JEANTET 
Associated Press 

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — 
Brazil's Supreme Court on 
Wednesday rejected a 
complaint filed by President 
Jair Bolsonaro in which he 
accused a justice of abus- 
ing his authority, marking 
the latest escalation of 
confrontations between 
the far-right leader and the 
top court. 

Bolsonaro filed a com- 
plaint on Monday target- 
ing Justice Alexandre de 
Moraes, who is overseeing 
an investigation to deter- 
mine whether some of Bol- 
sonaro’s most ardent allies 
are running a social media 
network aimed at spread- 
ing threats and fake news 
against Supreme Court jus- 
tices. 


In his complaint, Bolson- 


court rejects leader's complaint against judge 


aro accused de Moraes of 
slow-walking the fake news 
inquiry and hurting his im- 
age in an electoral year. 
Supreme Court Justice Dias 
Toffoli denied the request, 
arguing that the facts de- 
scribed “do not bring evi- 
dence, even minimal,” of a 
crime. 

The complaint has broader 
political context as well: De 
Moraes will preside over the 
nation’s electoral authority 
in the upcoming election, 
when Bolsonaro will seek a 
second term, and the presi- 
dent has repeatedly raised 
questions about whether 
the vote will be fair. 
Bolsonaro began showing 
animosity to the Supreme 
Court with the opening of 
the so-called fake news in- 
vestigation in 2019. He has 
been openly feuding with 


the court since early in the 
pandemic, when justices 
ruled that mayors and gov- 
ernors have jurisdiction to 
determine restrictions to 
slow the virus’s soread; 
Bolsonaro was a fierce op- 
ponent of lockdowns and 
other restrictions. Last year, 
he requested the Sen- 
ate move to impeach de 
Moraes and_ threatened 
to disregard any of the jus- 
tice’s rulings. 

“Either the (fake news) in- 
quiry is being unjustifiably 
extended to the detriment 
of those being investigat- 
ed, since after more than 
thirty-six months there is not 
even a partial report of the 
investigations. Or, there are 
partial reports and justifica- 
tions for proceeding with 
the inquiry that are being 
hidden from the defense 


(attorneys),” the complaint 
stated. 

Bolsonaro’s lawyer also 
questioned the justification 
for including the president 
as a target of the investiga- 
tion. Bolsonaro was includ- 
ed after organizing a live 


broadcast on social me- 
dia in which he contested 
the reliability of electronic 
voting machines. He has 
repeatedly sown doubt 
about the voting system, 
though never presented 
any evidence of fraud.) 


Brazil's President Jair Bolsonaro rides a jet ski during a boat rally 
in his support, in Brasilia, Brazil, Sunday, May 15, 2022. 
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Bowls Noodle Bar invites you to a Happy Hour with a unique flavor 


Bowls Noodle Bar recently opened at their new loca- 
tion at The Village, near the High Rise Hotels. To cel- 
ebrate, they are launching their new Happy Hour from 
9pm to 11pm every day. 


Before the pandemic, Bowls Noodle Bar opened at the 
Hyatt by the airport, and was in the process of opening 
a second location at The Village when the pandemic 
hit. Due to the consequences of the pandemic, they 
decided to close the restaurant by the airport and 
open their new location at The Village. Their new lo- 
cation has been open for about six months to great 
results. 


BeewBucket, 
Special 


Coronita, Budweiser, or Bud Light 


At The Village, night time is the best time. This is why 
they are now offering a daily Happy Hour, from 9pm to 
llpm. It includes $3 beer and $5 cocktails. 

Their cocktails are made in-house with a unique fusion 
of Asian flavors, for example, the popular purple Ube 
Mojito, with the flavor of traditional Ube, a Japanese 
dessert; the Blue Samurai with ginger flavor; and the 
refreshing Fruity Blossoms, with a flavor encompassing 
the Sakura, the famous Japanese Cherry Blossoms. You 
can try all these for only $5 each during Happy Hour. 


Fusion is at the core of the unique flavors of Bowls Noo- 
dle Bar, and this is expressed beautifully in their tradi- 
tional Japanese soups. They are the only restaurant in 
Aruba that has most of the noodles traditionally used, 
Udon, Ramen, and Rice noodles. Ramen noodles, 
served fresh, are a surprising flavor for those who are 
used to dried ramen noodles. They also have Jasmine 
rice for the rice bowls. 


Their authentic soups are the highlight and star. Chef 
Warren explains that there are four main components 
to the soup: the broth, the noodles, tare, and the oll, 
and these are very important for the traditional Japa- 
nese soups. At Bowls Noodle Bar, they have a wide va- 
riety of flavors to cater to every taste, like the famous 
Pork Chashu. If comes with fresh ramen noodles, and 
it’s the pride of Bowls Noodle Bar. Chef Warren says 
that the broth for this soup takes two to three days to 
make, and is made in-house, with fresh and delicious 
ingredients. They also cater to vegetarians and veg- 
ans, with various options on the menu like tofu mush- 
room soup, vegetable gyoza, wonton, and fresh kimchi 
fermented at the restaurant. 


The wok concept also allows you to create your own 
unique dish, choosing your base, protein, vegetables 
and sauce. 


Origin 

The founders of Bowls Noodle Bar, Dexter Moreno and 
his partner Lai, opened their first location on Curacao. 
They traveled to Japan to study Japanese Cuisine, and 
they fell in love with Japanese soup. Lai’s parents are 
Chinese, and this is the start of the Asian-fusion flavors 


that are both surprisin 
and delectable, com- 
bining Japanese, Chi- 
nese and even some Ko- 
rean cuisine. Chef War- 
ren was trained in these 
traditional flavors by the 
founders themselves. 


They came to Arvu- 
ba where Dexter ap- 
proached some ex-col- 
leagues in the industry 
to open a location on 
the island, and with a lo- 
cal team, opened Bowls 
Noodle Bar Aruba with a 
more extensive menu. 


Opening hours are Mon- 
day to Thursday 590m — 
11:30pm; Friday and Sat- 
urday 50m — 120m; and 
Sunday 5 om — 11:30pm. 
Come visit for great at- 
mosphere, delicious fla- 
vors, and a Happy Hour 
to remember!) 


jonus 4-Card BINGO 
starting at lpm! 
$7 for 4-Card BINGO | 8 Games to Play 


$1,500 fa Gash Prfizas 


SPECIAL PROGRESSIVE GAME 


Jackpot within 50 Calls | 51 Calls or more $111 


Additional $500 Cash Prize in our 
Monthly Early Bird Drawing when you 
purchase your card before noon! 
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THE SHOPS 
AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more 


Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins | Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
Hungry Piranha | Twist of Flavors | Juan Valdez Café 


The Brownstone Ribs & Seafood 
Coming Soon: Auntie Anne’s Pretzels 


Anglo Kleuterschool celebrates International Museum Day 
at local museum MANA 


Oranjestad - The 18th of May is the International 
Museum Day. The goal of this day is to bring 
attention to the importance of museums as a 
method to bring community together, so that in 
cooperation we can mutually realize the cul- 
tural exchange that has taken place over the 
years, as well as to enrich our own cultures. 


Museums have the power to transform the 
world by teaching us of our past and opening 
our minds to new ideas for the future. 


On this important day, National Archeological 
Museum of Aruba (MANA) organized a beauti- 
ful event in which students of local kindergarten 
Anglo Kleuterschool went to visit. The Prime Min- 
ister and Minister of Culture of Aruba were both 


present at the event as well. 


It is important to instruct our kids from a young 
age about the power in museums. This is also 
the theme of this year. “I sooke to them and ex- 
plained to them that by coming to the museum, 
you learn more about yourself, you go through 
many adventures and expand your knowledge 
in the same way as when you travel,” said the 
Prime Minister. 


It is very important to know our roots and know 
from where we come from starting at an early 
age. 

The students of Anglo Kleuterschool are kids of 
only 4 to 6 years old. At this age, they have a 
lot of interests and have a very big imagination; 


however their curiosity is much bigger. “I’m very 
happy that we were able to organize this event. 
| express my gratitude to Anglo Kleuterschool 
and SKOA for this opportunity and MANA for 
helping us with the organization of this beauti- 
ful event in celebration of museums. Congratu- 
lations to each person who contributed to this 
cause,” the Prime Minister concluded. 


We encourage the community of Aruba in gen- 
eral as well as our esteemed visitors to visit Our 
museums and stimulate our kids and each oth- 
er to visit museums. 

“Stimulate kids to learn more about Aruba and 
stimulate their curiosity. Because this is the way 
they can grow to become intelligent and guide 
our country tomorrow.”L) 
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Urgent Care vs. Emergency Room: Where should you go? 


Imagine yourself arriving on 
the beautiful island of Aru- 
ba. You've scheduled your 
days with exciting activities 
or to relax by the beach or 
pool. Of course, the least 
you would expect is to get 


yo 


irgent 
,are 
Aruba 


sick or become in need of 
medical assistance. Be- 
cause honestly, who does 
that while on vacation? 


But when that happens, 
you need to know who and 


F 


where to visit. So, the first 
step is to assess your medi- 
cal need and its urgency. 

At Urgent Care Aruba, we 
offer medical assistance 
for non-life-threatening _ ill- 
nesses and injuries. We ac- 
cept walk-ins from Monday 
to Friday from 8 am to 8 
pm, Saturday from 8 am to 
4pm, Sunday/Holiday from 
10 am to 2 pm. Therefore, 
receive a better cost value 
than the Emergency Room 
as the alternative option. 


Other services offered at 


the Urgent Care Aruba is 


X-Ray (Without Appoint- 
ment), Ultrasound = (With 
Appointment), and Gyne- 
cology Services (With Ap- 
pointment). Visit us to as- 
sess your symptoms, and 
we'll provide you with a 
proper diagnosis and treat- 
ment since we will also pro- 
vide you with a prescription 
if deemed necessary. 


Our mission is to have you 
back on your vacation; 
that is why we offer quick, 
reliable, and efficient medi- 


cal service. 

Please view our compati- 
son information chart: Ur- 
gent Care vs. Emergency 
Room. 


Contact us for more infor- 
mation at +297 5860448. 
WhatsApp +297 5975549, 
info@urgentcare.aw, or 
visit our website at www. 
urgentcare.aw or visit Us at 
Noord 63, Noord Medical 
Center. 
Rate our. service on 
Google!) 


Canlhave a..., please? 


ORANJESTAD — Want to 
taste something _ differ- 
ent for a change?? How 
about a different breakfast 
from what you are used to 
at your hotel. Hop in your 
car, drive around and any- 
where around the island 
you will come across a lo- 
cal snack shop. 


Here you will find all types 
of snacks loved by the lo- 


cals. Try a pastechi, a Ca- 
ribbean pastry filled with 
cheese or meat and fried 
up deliciously. Or perhaps 
you might want to try a cro- 
quette, a crusty little meat 
ball. A dedito is also a good 
option, it’s a stick made out 
of cheese or hotdog. If you 
want to try something more 
familiar go for a home- 
made hamburger or a 
ham and cheese toast, but 


with a local touch. All these 
snacks are ridiculously ad- 
dictive. 


Freshen up with a delicious 
fruit shake (batido) made 
out of watermelon, straw- 
berry, banana, papaya or 
just mix any fruit together. 
What makes these little 
snack shops more afttrac- 
tive is the warmth of its peo- 
ple and with the smile you 
are being served.l) 


POOL AND COURTYARD 


Aruba Home Minders offers A Steal of a Deal 


Cozy 2nd floor condo at Villas Del Mar with renovated kitchen & bath. high ~ 
ceilings & balcony overlooking the courtyard and plung pool. 
Reasonable HOA includes cable/ internet & gas. 


BEDROOM 


BUSINESS 


Aun Gu SAppordable Piece Gy: Daradleg IS. 
$92,500.00 


KITCHEN 
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Millennial Money: Learn your parents’ financial plans ASAP 


By LAURA MCMULLEN 

of NerdWallet 

My mom died at age 61, 
when | was 31. Seeing her 
headstone in a field of oth- 
ers smacked me with a bru- 
tal, if obvious fact: Every- 
one, including everyone's 
parents, will die. 

| promise I’m not trying to 
depress you. | want to pre- 
pare you, as this loss can 
happen sooner than you'd 
expect. And when parents 
die, it’s offen up to their 
children to manage not 
just grief but also financial 
tasks. Planning for those to- 
do’s now could help later, 
when you experience what 
may be some of your hard- 
est days. “We surely ought 
to have some idea of what 
we're facing,” says Mela- 
nie Cullen, San Francisco 
Bay Area-based author of 
“Get It Together: Organize 
Your Records So Your Fam- 
ily Won't Have To.” She 
adds: “On the other side 
of it, our parents need to 
know we're interested, we 
care, we're there to help.” 
Here’s why, how and what 
to talk about with your par- 
ents. 

WHY MUST | DISCUSS THIS 
MORBID TOPIC? 

Without documented plans 
for your parents’ end-of-life 
finances, you may wind up 
scraping for cash. 

Say you weren’t given ac- 
cess to your parents’ finan- 
cial accounts in the case 
of incapacitation or death. 
What would happen if your 
parents were too sick to 
manage their finances? 
You would need to pay 


~~ 


a 


In this April 14, 2016, file photo, 


home in Adrian, Mich. 


their bills but couldn’t tap 
their money to do so. Then 
you couldn't use their mon- 
ey for their funeral, which 
could cost thousands of 
dollars. 

Many caregivers wind up 
“digging into their own 
money,” says AARP. family 
caregiving expert Amanda 
Singleton. You can’t save 
or invest money that’s cov- 
ering your parents’ expens- 
es, she adds. And if you're 
short on cash, you may 
take on debt. 

Beyond this potential finan- 
cial hit, your parents’ plans 
and wishes are less likely 
to be fulfilled if you don't 
know what they are. 

For example, in the months 
when my mom was dying, 


a son, at right, holds his mother’s hand as they talk at her nursing 


we never discussed her fu- 
neral. So when | planned it, 
| was engulfed in both grief 
and guesswork. 

My family spent an enor- 
mous sum of money on 
an open-casket service, 
in part because we didn’t 
know what to do and 
struggled to focus on the 
decision. | suspect that my 
thrifty, camera-shy mom 
would have preferred a 
simple (and less expensive) 
cremation. 

HOW DO! FRAME THE CON- 
VERSATION? 

Broach the subject with 
sensitivity and respect. Per- 
sonal finance is an uncom- 
fortable topic for many. 
Now your parents must talk 
about both money and 
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death with their kid. 

Your parents have likely at- 
tended more funerals than 
you and may have man- 
aged their own parents’ 
deaths. Consider tapping 
those experiences to start 
your conversation, sug- 
gests Singleton, who's also 
an estate-planning attor- 
ney in St. Petersburg, Flori- 
da . Ask how they handled 
their loved ones’ end-of-life 
care. 

Did Grandma have an up- 
to-date will and make her 
financial information easy 
for your parents to finde? 
Maybe they can follow her 
lead. 

Or if your parents had to 
sort out messy finances, 
recalling that experience 


could prompt them to get 
organized. Another option: 
Lead with a topical or per- 
sonal prompt. That's what 
Mark Schrader, a Char- 
lotte, North Carolina-based 
certified financial planner, 
did with his mom. When his 
CFP courses Covered cer- 
tain planning-related top- 
ics, he would bring up what 
he was learning and ask 
about her intentions. 

If you’ve learned about 
end-of-life planning on 
your own — say, in an ar- 
ticle — or are making your 
own arrangements, let your 
parents know and ask for 
their point of view. 

“Make it a planning and 
preparation conversation,” 
says Schrader, who’s also a 
financial planning strategist 
at TIAA , a retirement-plan- 
ning organization. “It’s not 
as much about the num- 
bers or ‘how much do you 
have in these accounts?’ 
but ‘what accounts do 
you have, and how can | 
help if for some reason you 
couldn't be there?’” 

WHAT SHOULD WE COVER? 
Ask if your parents have 
a power of attorney for 
finances. This legal docu- 
ment names someone who 
can make money decisions 
on their behalf. Also learn 
whether they have similar 
documents for medical 
care, such as an advanced 
care directive, health care 
proxy or power of attorney 
for health care. 

A living will can be helpful, 
since this document out- 
lines what they might want 
for end-of-life care.) 
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CROSSWORD 
By THOMAS JOSEPH 


ACROSS 4q Was 
1 Doles out put 
6 Job 

reward 

11 Blunt of 

“A Quiet 
Place" 

12 One with 
a record 
13 Grown girl 

14 Garden 

starters 

15 Tooth 

layer 

17 Flying 

mammal 

19 Cock's 


DOWN 

1 Kitty cry 

2 Moody 
music 

3 Schedule 

4 Flair 

5 Nerve 
junction 

6 Bowlers 18 
button 

7 Skating 
jump 

8 Skating 
need surface 

20 Sewing 9 Lawn 
aid material 

10 USN 
rank 

16 Make 
damp 

7 Gon- 


LE [MON MM | [01 1 | 
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Yesterday's answer 


33 Spet- 
unker's 
place 

34 Small 
valley 

35 Ship 


Once 
more 
20 Place 
fora 
break 
21 Central 
22 Mean- sealer 
spirited 36 Bullring 
24 Devious call 
26Unruly 37 Orange 
group seed 
2? Holiday 39 Workout 
events unit 
ductors  31Greenish 40 Social 
need brown worker 


aaa eee 

ZEEE BE 

ZEREE Se 
15 


ae ee 
SERRE Ee 
PLT tty Py 


SEE Se 
En 228 ae 
Pee | 


PPP] Pp 
ZEEE Ze 


AKYDLBAAKR 
sLONGPEFEL LOW 
One fetter shunds for anether In this sample, A is used 
for the three ls, X for the Iwo (Ys, etc. Single letters, 
apostraphes, the leneth and fonnation of tue werds 
are all hints, Each day the eee letters are clifferent. 


5-19 CRYPTOQUOTE 


23 Tennis 
star Andre 

25 "— Lisa” 

26 Recipe 
units 

28 Overly 
suave 

29 Pad 

30 Dir. 
opposite 
SSW 

31 That 
lady 

32 Altempt 

33 Second- 
largest 
nation 

34 November 
stone 

38 Messing 
on T¥ 

41 Full of 
energy 

42 TY talk 
star 

43 Push 
away 
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquate: FORTUNE LOVES 
TO GIVE SLIPPERS TO THOSE WITH WOODEN 
LEGS, AND GLOVES TO THOSE WITH NO TANS. 
— THEOPHILE GAUTIER 


was... as —_ \\ 
An investigator works at the scene of a shooting ata iernGaek in Buffalo, N.Y., Monday, May 
16, 2022. 
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Livestreamed carnage: Tech’s hard 
lessons from mass killings 


By BARBARA ORTUTAY, 
HALELUYA HADERO and 
MATT O'BRIEN 

AP Technology Writers 
These days, mass shooters 
like the one now held in the 
Buffalo, New York, super- 
market attack don’t stop 
with planning out their bru- 
tal attacks. They also cre- 
ate marketing plans while 
arranging to livestream 
their massacres on social 
platforms in hopes of fo- 
menting more violence. 
Sites like Twitter, Face- 
book and now the game- 
streaming platform Twitch 
have learned painful les- 
sons from dealing with the 
violent videos that often 
accompany such shoot- 
ings. But experts are calling 
for a broader discussion 
around livestreams, includ- 
ing whether they should 
exist at all, since once such 
videos go online, they’re 
almost impossible to erase 
completely. 

The self-described white 
supremacist gunman who 
police say killed 10 people, 


Beautiful Latin Girls 
sin & ini 


Wn PLEASUREMARUEAL LA a 


all of them Black, at a Buf- 
falo supermarket Saturday 
had mounted a GoPro 
camera to his helmet to 
stream his assault live on 
Twitch, the video game 
streaming platform used 
by another shooter in 2019 
who killed two people at a 
synagogue in Halle, Ger- 
many. He had previously 
outlined his plan in a de- 
tailed but rambling set of 
online diary entries that 
were apparently posted 
publicly ahead of the at- 
tack, although it’s not clear 
how may people might 
have seen them. His goal: 
to inspire copycats and 
spread his racist beliefs. Af- 
ter all, he was a copycat 
himself. 

He decided against 
streaming on Facebook, 
as yet another mass shoot- 
er did when he killed 51] 
people at two mosques 
in Christchurch, New Zea- 
land, three years ago. Un- 
like Twitch, Facebook re- 
quires users to sign up for an 
account in order to watch 


livestreams. Still, not ev- 
erything went according 
to plan. By most accounts 
the platforms responded 
more quickly to halt the 
spread of the Buffalo vid- 
eo than they did after the 
2019 Christchurch shoot- 
ing, said Megan Squire, a 
senior fellow and technol- 
ogy expert at the Southern 
Poverty Law Center. 
Another Twitch user watch- 
ing the live video likely 
flagged it to the attention 
of Twitch’s content mod- 
erators, she said, which 
would have helped Twitch 
pull down the stream less 
than two minutes after the 
first gunshots per a com- 
pany spokesperson. Twitch 
has not said how the video 
was flagged. In a state- 
ment about the shooting 
Tuesday, the company 
expressed thanks “for the 
user reports that help us 
catch and remove harm- 
ful content in real time.” 
“In this case, they did 
pretty well,” Squire said. 
“The fact that the video is 
so hard to find right now is 
proof of that.” 

That was little consola- 
tion to family members 
of the victims. Celestine 
Chaney's son, Wayne 
Jones, found out his moth- 
er had been killed when 
someone sent him a vid- 
eo screenshot from the 
livestream. Not long after, 
he saw the video itself. 
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HTTA 

Marriott Surf Club 

Palm Beach 

Gold Season 

2 Bedroom , 2 Bath 
Ocean View 

Price: $9K 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Marriott Ocean Club 
Palm Beach 

Gold Season 

1 Bedroom 1 Bath 

Ocean view 

Price : $6 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Palm Beach 

1 Bedroom 2 Bath 
Week 18 and 19 


Room # 650 pool/ocean view 


29 weeks remain each 
Price : $9 K each 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Tierra Del Sol 

Arachi beach wespunt 

3 Bedroom 2 1/2 Bath 
Ocean view with Garage 
Fully furnished 

Price :$475 K 

Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

House at Palm Beach 

3 Bedroom 2 bath 

With a studio appartment 
5 min walk to beach 

Top location 

Price : $ 550 K 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Le Vent 

Eagle Beach 

3 Bedroom , 3 Bath 
Ground floor across one 

Of the most buetyfull beach 
In the World 

Price : $ 900 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Gold Coast 

West punt Arachi beach 
Town House 

3 Bedroom ,3 Bath 

Fully Furnished 

Price :$450 K 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condos / appartment 
Palma Real 

Palm beach 

24 hour security 

1 Bedroom , 1 Bath 

Pool / view 

Price : $249 K 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condos / appartment 
Pearl Aruba 

Eagle Beach 

1 Bedroom , 1 Bath 
Pool/view 

Price : $ 285 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condos /appartment 
Gold coast 

Arachi beach 

24 hour security 

2 Bedroom , 2 Bath 

Inland view 

Price :$ 319 K 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


=m Time Share Resales + Realty i 


Condos / appartment 
Harbour House Aruba 
Renaissanace 

2 Bedroom 1 bath 

Inland view 

Price : $339,121 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condos /appartment 
Pearl Aruba 

Eagle Beach 

2 Bedroom ,2 bath 

Price : $ 369K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condos/ Appartment 
Jardinas Del Mar 

Eagle beach 

3 Bedroom , 3 Bath 
Garden view 

Price :$575 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Please keep 


your 


distance 


Own or Rent a piece of the Rock 


For up to 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort 


* All inventory available 
Visit our website : 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 
For more info call:(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@ gmail.com 
also visit(new): 
www.halleyadventures.com 
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This Dec. 6, 2018 image made 
available by NASA shows the 
InSight lander. The scene was 
assembled from 11 photos 
taken using its robotic arm. 
Associated Press 


Dusty demise 
for NASA 
Mars lander 
in July; power 
dwindling 


By MARCIA DUNN 

AP Aerospace Writer 
CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. 
(AP) — A NASA spacecraft 
on Mars is headed for a 
dusty demise. 

The Insight lander is los- 
ing power because of all 
the dust on its solar pan- 
els. NASA said Tuesday it 
will keep using the space- 
craft’s seismometer to reg- 
ister marsquakes until the 
power peters out, likely in 
July. 
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HEALTH 


vr 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Eagle Tel. 587 9011 

San Nicolas: 

San Nicolas Tel. 584 5712 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 

Police 100 
Oranjestad 527 3140 
Noord 527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 527 2900 


San Nicolas 584 5000 
Police Tipline 11141 


[Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 
TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 


Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 5242424 
American Airlines 582 2700 


Avianca 588 0059 
Jet Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Icoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


\Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 


oul 


pelesejeje)(< 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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Besties and former ‘The Office’ co-stars write on friendship 


By ALICIA RANCILIO 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — Spoiler 
alert: Jenna Fischer and An- 
gela Kinsey obviously knew 
how “The Office” ended its 
nine-year run on NBC, be- 
cause, after all, they filmed 
it but revisiting that time 
for their new book, “Office 
BFFs: Tales of The Office 
from Two Best Friends Who 
Were There,” was still some- 
thing they put off. 

“| have not watched the 
finale episode in full even 
now,” confessed Fischer, 
who played reception- 
ist Pam Beasley, recently 
over Zoom. “I! just watched 
the parts that | had to write 
about in the book because 
it’s foo emotional for me.” 
Kinsey, however, “watched 
the whole thing.” 

“| boohooed through it. 
When we were writing 
about it, | started crying,” 
said Kinsey, who played 
the stickler, cat-loving ac- 
countant, Angela Martin. 
The real-life best friends 
and former co-stars have 
put their memories to good 
use, with both “Office BFFs” 
and a re-watch podcast 
called “ Office Ladies.” 
They're more than half- 
way through season six of 
the series. In “Office BFFs,” 
they also document the 
growth of their friendship 
from when they first bond- 
ed while filming an episode 
in season one to Kinsey be- 
ing at Fischer’s side when 
she broke her back while 
attending an NBC party in 
New York during the hia- 


Angela Kinsey, left, and Jenna Fischer, friends and former co-stars of the comedy series “The 
Office” pose for photos in Glendale, Calif., Tuesday, March 22, 2022, to promote their book “The 
Office BFFs: Tales of The Office from Two Best Friends Who Were There.” 


tus between seasons three 
and four. 

Fischer and Kinsey talked 
recently to The Associated 
Press about their book, the 
podcast and their friend- 
ship. Answers have been 
edited for length and clar- 
ity. 

AP: How do you remember 
so clearly what happened 
to be able to fill a podcast 
and a book? 

Fischer: We are big journal- 
ers So we journaled about 
our days on set. And Ange- 
la is a digital hoarder. She 
kept every email! ever sent 
her. It was so great. When 
| was writing the chapter 
on the romance between 
(characters) Jim and Pam, 
she had an old email that 
| had written her. She for- 


warded that to me, and | 
was able to use that. 

AP: Is there anything you’ve 
saved specifically for the 
podcast and other things 
for the book? Or was there 
overlap? 

Kinsey: The podcast is a true 
re-watch. And the book is 
our personal journey as two 
gals who are not from show 
business or Hollywood 
just try and figure out what 
it means to be on a show 
and navigate a red carpet 
and how to do interviews 
and all those things you 
don’t learn in an acting 
class. And we were horrible 
at it. Those are things we 
don’t really talk about on 
the podcast. 

AP: You've started these 
businesses together and 


Associated Press 


pivoted into a new career 
path, marketing on your- 
selves rather than charac- 
ters. Do you want fo inspire 
others in making career 
changes by thinking out- 
side-the-box? 

Kinsey: | turned 50 and | 
didn’t think | would be try- 
ing anything new in my ca- 
reer at 50. And here | am, 
learning how to do a pod- 
cast and writing a book 
with my best friend. | just 
think of other women I've 
always looked up to who 
reinvented themselves lat- 
er in life and that you don't 
have to say, “Oh, | can’t 
do that or it’s too late.” It’s 
not too late, it’s really not. 
That’s something | would 
want to share with other 
folks out there. 


AP: Both the podcast and 
the book introduce fans 
to the people behind-the- 
scenes of “The Office” who 
heloed make the show, 
such as editors, props peo- 
ple and your wardrobe 
and hair department. It 
must be gratifying to give 
them some of the spotlight. 
Fischer: One of my favorite 
pieces of mail that we got 
is Someone wrote to tell us, 
“All those names that | see 
scroll by in the credits at the 
end of the episode, now | 
feel like | know everybody.” 
I’m so proud of that. 

AP: In the first episode of 
your podcast, Jenna, you 
made a comment about 
how many episodes you 
two had ahead of you to 
recap and you sounded 
overwhelmed and maybe 
even scared. Is it funny to 
think about that now? 
Fischer: Yes. There’s 201 ep- 
isodes of “The Office” and 
to imagine doing 201 things 
of something that you're 
not sure you know how to 
do is very daunting. We’re 
definitely in a groove now. 
We're more than halfway 
finished and now we're 
starting to talk about what 
can we do next. 

AP: Are you seriously think- 
ing about what else you 
can do together? 

Kinsey: Rainn Wilson (who 
played Dwight on “The Of- 
fice”) will tell you, we love 
to chat. So | think, we have 
a few ideas for what “Of- 
fice Ladies” would be after 
we break down all the epi- 
sodes.” () 


Helen Mirren, Harrison Ford to star in ‘Yellowstone 


Helen Mirren appears at the 14th annual L’Oreal Paris Women of 
Worth Gala in New York on Dec. 4, 2019, left, and Harrison Ford 
appears at the premiere of “Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker” in 
Los Angeles on Dec. 16, 2019. 


Associated Press 


By LYNN ELBER AP Televi- 
sion Writer 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Helen 
Mirren and Harrison Ford 
will bring their combined 
star power to the newest 
addition to the ‘“Yellow- 
stone” TV franchise. 

The pair will headline a 
Paramount+ series with the 
working title “1932,” which 
joins “1883” as part of 
what the streaming service 
called the “origin story” of 
its “Yellowstone” drama se- 
ries. 

Mirren and Ford are among 
the growing ranks of film 


actors who have added 
small-screen projects to 
their resume as streaming 
services vie for subscribers 
with prestige projects and 
big names. 

The latest chapter in the 
Dutton family saga will be 
set in an early 20th cen- 
tury and a Mountain West 
beset by drought and the 
Great Depression, among 
other ills, Paramount+ said. 
It will debut in December. 
Writer-producer Taylor 
Sheridan is the creative 
force behind the hit fran- 
chise, which began with 


prequel 


the contemporary drama 
“Yellowstone,” led by Kevin 
Costner. The “1883” pre- 
quel stars Faith Hill and Tim 
McGraw. 

Mirren is among today’s 
most highly regarded ac- 
tors, a four-time Oscar 
nominee who won for her 
portrayal of Britain’s Queen 
Elizabeth Il in 2006's “The 
Queen.” 

Ford's extensive blockbust- 
er movie credits include the 
“Star Wars” and “Raiders of 
the Lost Ark” franchises. He 
was an Oscar nominee for 
the 1985 film “Witness.”() 


SPORTS 


A15 


THURSDAY 19 MAY 2022 


U.,S. Soccer equalizes pay in milestone with women, men 


By ANNE M. PETERSON and 
RONALD BLUM 

AP Sports Writers 

The U.S. Soccer Federation 
reached milestone agree- 
ments to pay its men’s and 
women’s teams equally, 
making the American na- 
tional governing body the 
first in the sport to prom- 
ise both sexes matching 
money. The federation on 


Wednesday announced 
separate collective bar- 
gaining agreements 


through December 2028 
with the unions for both na- 
tional teams, ending years 
of often acrimonious ne- 
gotiations. The deals grew 
partly out of a push by 
players on the more suc- 
cessful women’s team, in- 
cluding stars like Alex Mor- 
gan and Megan Rapinoe, 
who were at the forefront 
of the gender equity fight 
while leading the team 
to a Women's World Cup 
championship in 2019. The 
struggle became so much 
a part of the team’s story 
that chants of “Equal pay! 
Equal pay!” rose from the 
crowd as U.S. players cel- 
ebrated winning the title in 
France. 

Morgan and_ Rapinoe 
could still be beneficiaries 
of the deal, though the 
next Women's World Cup 
is in 2023 and the make- 
up of the team will have 
changed by then. 

“| feel a lot of pride for the 
girls who are going to see 
this growing up, and rec- 
ognize their value rather 
than having to fight for it. 
However, my dad always 


i 


Former members and members of the U.S. Women’s National soccer team, from left, Briana Scurry, 
Margaret ‘Midge’ Purce, Kelley O'Hara, Julie Foudy, and Cindy Parlow Cone, President of U.S. 
Soccer, pose for a photo with House Speaker Nancy Pelosi of Calif., before an event to celebrate 
Equal Pay Day and Women’s History Month in the East Room of the White House, Tuesday, March 


15, 2022, in Washington. 


told me that you don’t get 
rewarded for doing what 
you're supposed to do and 
paying men and women 
equally is what you're sup- 
posed to do,” U.S. forward 
Margaret Purce said. “So 
I’m not giving out any gold 
stars, but I'm grateful for this 
accomplishment and for alll 
the people who came to- 
gether to make it so.” 

The men have been play- 
ing under the terms of a 
CBA that expired in De- 
cember 2018. The women's 
CBA expired at the end of 
March, but talks continued 
after the federation and 
the players agreed to set- 
tle a gender discrimination 
lawsuit brought by some 
of the players in 2019. The 
settlement was contingent 


on the federation reaching 
labor contracts that equal- 
ized pay and bonuses be- 
tween the two teams. 

Perhaps the biggest sticking 
point was World Cup prize 
money, which is based on 
how far a team advances 
in the tournament. While 
the U.S. women have been 
successful on the interna- 
tional stage with back-to- 
back World Cup titles, dif- 
ferences in FIFA prize mon- 
ey meant they took home 
far less than the men’s win- 
ners. American women re- 
ceived a $110,000 bonus 
for winning the 2019 World 
Cup; the U.S. men would 
have received $407,000 
had they won in 2018. 

The unions agreed to pool 
FIFA’s payments for the 


Associated Press 


men’s World Cup later this 
year and next year’s Wom- 
en's World Cup, as well as 
for the 2026 and 2027 tour- 
naments. 

Each player will get match- 
ing game appearance 
fees in what the USSF said 
makes it the first federation 
to pool FIFA prize money in 
this manner. 

“We saw it as an opportu- 
nity, an opportunity to be 
leaders in this front and join 
in with the women’s side 
and U.S. Soccer. So we're 
just excited that this is how 
we were able to get the 
deal done,” said Walker 
Zimmerman, a defender 
who is part of the U.S. Na- 
tional Team Players Associ- 
ation leadership group. 
Women’s union projections 


have compensation for a 
player who has been un- 
der contract to increase 
34% from 2018 to this year, 
from $245,000 to $327,000. 
The 2023-28 average annu- 
al pay would be $450,000 
for a player making all ros- 
ters, with the possibility of 
doubling the figure in World 
Cup years depending on 
results. The federation pre- 
viously based bonuses on 
payments from FIFA, which 
earmarked $400 million 
for the 2018 men’s tourna- 
ment, including $38 mil- 
lion to champion France, 
and $30 million for the 2019 
women’s tournament, in- 
cluding $4 million to the 
champion United States. 
FIFA has increased the total 
to $440 million for the 2022 
men’s World Cup, and its 
president, Gianni Infantino, 
has proposed that FIFA 
double the women’s prize 
money to $60 million for the 
2023 Women’s World Cup, 
in which FIFA has increased 
the number of teams to 32. 
For the current World Cup 
cycles, the USSF will pool 
the FIFA funds, taking 10% 
off the top and then split- 
ting the rest equally among 
46 players 23 players on 
the roster of each team. 
For the 2026-27 cycle, the 
USSF cut increases to 20% 
before the split. After miss- 
ing the 2018 World Cup, the 
men qualified for this year’s 
World Cup in Qatar starting 
in November. The women’s 
team will seek to qualify 
this year for the 2023 World 
Cup, cohosted by Australia 
and New Zealand. () 


Defending champion Ruud wins, 3 
seeds go out at Geneva Open 


GENEVA (AP) — Defending 
champion Casper Ruud 
eased into the quarterfi- 
nals of the Geneva Open 
on Wednesday, while three 
seeded players went out in 
the second round. 

The second-seeded Ruud 
won 6-3, 6-1 against Benoit 
Paire to confirm his status as 
the favorite to retain his title 
after second-ranked Daniil 
Medvedev was beaten 
Tuesday by Richard Gas- 


quet. 
Third-seeded Denis 
Shapovalov also lost his 


opening match, 6-4, 6-7 
(2), 6-3 against Ilya lvashka. 
InN a match with few break 
points, lvashka saved the 
only one he faced against 
Shapovalov and convert- 
ed one chance in each of 
the two sets he won. 

lvashka will next face un- 
seeded Joao Sousa who 
won 6-4, 6-3 against fifth- 


seeded Nikoloz Basilashvili. 
Seventh-seeded Federico 
Delbonis fell to a 1-6, 7-5, 
7-5 loss against Thanasi 
Kokkinakis, who will face 
Ruud in the quarterfinals 
Thursday. 

Fourth-seeded American 
Reilly Opelka ended a 
streak of early tournament 
exits in Munich, Madrid and 
Rome by beating Austra- 
lian qualifier Christopher 
O'Connell 6-3, 7-5.0) 


Casper Ruud of Norway, returns a ball to Benoit Paire, of France, 
during their second round match, at the ATP 250 Geneva Open 
tournament in Geneva, Switzerland, Wednesday, May 18, 2022. 
Associated Press 


THURSDAY 19 un Al] SPORTS 
Old Man & The Filly: Lukas saddling Secret Oath in Preakness 


By STEPHEN WHYNO 

AP Sports Writer 
BALTIMORE (AP) — D. 
Wayne Lukas sat atop his 
pony just after 6 a.m. and 
stared at Secret Oath while 
she got a bath following 
her first trio to the track at 
Pimlico Race Course. 
Lukas believes she could 
be one of the best fillies he 
has ever had. That belief 
and her winning the Ken- 
tucky Oaks in impressive 
fashion the day before the 
Derby inspired him to enter 
Secret Oath in the Preak- 
ness Stakes, where she 
could give the 86-year-old 
Hall of Fame trainer a re- 
cord-tying seventh victory 
in the second jewel of the 
Triple Crown. 

“She gives you reason ev- 
ery day to feel good,” Lu- 
kas said from his usual spot 
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Kentucky Oaks horse race at Churchill Downs Friday, May 6, 2022, in Louisville, Ky. 
Associated Press 
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in the corner of the stakes 
barn at Pimlico, where he 
holds court every morn- 
ing as horse racing's elder 
statesman. “The best is still 
in front of her.” The best 
horse in the Derby isn’t in 
the way, after the owner 
of Rich Strike decided not 
to run him in the Preak- 
ness after the 80-1 upset 
at Churchill Downs. To be- 
come the seventh filly to 
win the Preakness, Secret 
Oath will have to beat fa- 
vorite and Derby runner-up 
Epicenter, which would put 
her in the company of the 
likes of 2009 champion Ra- 
chel Alexandra and Swiss 
Skydiver, who beat Au- 
thentic in this race in 2020. 
Lukas knows all about fan- 
tastic female horses, hav- 
ing trained 15 who won the 
Eclipse Award for the top 
filly of the year. Winning 
Colors in 1988 became one 
of just three fillies to win the 
Kentucky Derby, and Se- 
cret Oath two weeks ago 
gave him a fifth victory in 
the Oaks. She could have 
run in the Black-Eyed Susan 
Stakes on Friday, but Lukas 
was willing to roll the dice 
on Secret Oath being bet- 
ter than the colts this time 
after finishing third in the 
Arkansas Derby in April. 
“She'll catch them. Wheth- 
er she will run by them, 
we'll find out,” said Lukas, 
who cited Secret Oath’s 
turn of foot as her biggest 
asset. “She's got that ac- 
celeration. She runs along 
with them. And when they 
ask her to move, she’s got 
a devastating kick. She 
breaks their hearts.” 

Two time Triple Crown- 
winning trainer and good 
friend Bob Baffert told Lu- 
kas that Secret Oath re- 
minded him of Arrogate, 
who he considered the 
best horse of his career. 
Secret Oath is the daugh- 
ter of Arrogate and glides 
more like him than Lukas’ 
star fillies of decades past. 
“She’s got more to do, but 
she’s got a chance to be 
as good as any of them,” 
Lukas said. “| don’t think 
that’s out of line. We're 
talking about one that, she 
gets over the ground bet- 
ter than any of them I’ve 
had. Her efficiency: boy, 
she is a pretty mover.” LC) 


